Patterns of alcohol use and psychiatric inpatient admissions.
The role of alcohol problems in psychiatric inpatient hospital admissions is not fully reflected in diagnostic statistics. A model is presented to guide the design and aid the interpretation of epidemiological research into the relationships between alcohol use and psychiatric disorder. The difficulties encountered in evaluating the role of alcohol in hospitalizations are discussed. Our preliminary research suggests that not enough attention has been paid to self-imposed abstinence from alcohol as a precipitant of symptoms and a precursor to hospitalization.